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hi Geology," is a very valuable contribution to the history of the 
science ; and its value will increase with time. It throws a flood 
of light on points of great perplexity for the student; and Dr. 
Hunt has in writing it, done the science a real service. It is the 
first complete recognition of the claims of Sedgwick, from the pen 
of one well qualified to write the history of that painful contro- 
versy, and it is to be hoped that the time is not very remote when 
geologists will generally refuse to recognize the unwarrantable 
usurpations of Murchison. 

Some little repetition has arisen from printing the essays in 
their original forms, but this could not be ayoided, since the au- 
thor wished to preserve a certain historic value which attaches to 
the papers, and which would have been lost by a change of forms 
and dates. 

A copious index and table of contents add much to the useful- 
ness of the work. — W. O. C. 

Check List op North American Ferns. 1 — This is a very 
neatly gotten up 8vo pamphlet, printed on excellent paper on one 
side of the sheet so as. to admit of its being cut for herbarium 
labels. The specimens are numbered with the same numerals, and 
the nomenclature substantially agrees with that of Horace Mann's 
catalogue. I submit a few criticisms on Mr. Eobinson's work. 
"3677 a Notholsena Newberryi, Eaton, n. sp." The letter follow- 
ing a duplicate should be b, the letter a being commonly under- 
stood as applicable to the first occurrence of a number or name. 
"D. C. Eaton is given as the authority to other species, the infer- 
ence being that there are two Eatons, both fern authors, whereas 
there is but one, the well known New Haven Professor. All her- 
barium labels and catalogues also for that matter, should have the 
reference as well as the author. If the original work be not ac- 
cessible to the compiler then let the reference be to the work from 
which he quotes. Such a course clears up doubts, prevents blun- 
ders, and would here have been particularly useful in the cases of 
Prof. Eaton's new species. No European author quotes "3763 
Woodsia obtusa Torrey" (always Hooker), for the reason that his 
catalogue, published in 1840, is unknown there, and is never quoted 
in American floras. If Mr. Robinson had referred to the Synopsis 
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Filicum he would not have written "3780 Botrychium virginicum 
Swartz, that author and his predecessor Linne having written 
virginianum. It is difficult to understand upon what principle au- 
thor's names have been attached to varieties. " Aspidium aculea- 
tum Var., Braunii, Koch" may be correct so far as it goes, as 
correct as if Mr. Robinson had attached Eaton's, A. Wood's, or 
his own name as the authority, but a reference to Koch's flora 
would have shown that that author simply quoted Doll who reduced 
Spinner's A. Braunii to a variety of A. aculeatum. So also of 
"Aspidium spinulosum Var., dilatatum Gray," the fact (if I may 
use the word in this, sense) was published by Roth in 1797, and the 
name by Hornemann in 1827. In two other cases Mr. Robinson 
has gone to the opposite and more misleading extreme, "Aspidium 
cristatum Var., Floridanum Hooker," and " Aspidium spinulosum 
Var., intermedium Willdenow." These authors described the 
plants as good species ; Professor Eaton reduced them to varie- 
ties, and should have been quoted as the authority in accoi-dance 
with the " laws of botanical nomenclature" adopted by Mr. 
Robinson. 

3745c. Var. Boottii is the correct orthography, the plant having 
been named by Prof. Tuckerman after the late Mr. William Boott. 
The arrangement of B. Ternatum is not Swartz's, and scarcely 
Milde's. The latter author combined three Swartzian species rut- 
aceum Svensk. Bot. t. 372, fig. 2), lunarioides and ternatum under 
Thunberg's oldest name thus — 

" Botrychium ternatum (Thunb.) " " Milde Monog. Botrych. p. 
146 in Z. V. B." 

"A. Mtropxum" (Rabenhorst, No. 80). I have numerous American 

species of this variety, the B. rutmfolium A. Br. 
" B. Atistralasiaticum" (Kunze t. 155; Hook. Fl. Tasman. t. 169). 

This is the true ternatum and is not N. American so far as I 

have seen. 
" O. Americanum" "a. lunarioides (Michx. sp.)" b. obliquum 

(Menhl. sp.)" "g. dessectum (Menhl. sp.)" 

Bernhardi's so-called genus Allosoras is here dropped in favor 
of Cryptogramme ; Prof. Eaton would have done well to have 
sent Cystopteris into limbo with it. Where space abounds au- 
thor's names need scarcely be contracted. 

We trust Mr. Robinson may find it necessary soon to issue a 
second edition. — D. A. Watt. 



